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3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the opinion 

Nr^stablishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(il) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicabilrty; 
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I. Basis of the report 

^l^mn^ to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 70.17)). 



Description, Pages 

as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

■j.3 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/10-10/10 as originally filed 

« u,,u ^ *~ ^ i a nn.. 9 np all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in. the 
2 - whteh KffiS^^^ ™ fi'ed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is:. 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/br 55.3). 

3 With reqard to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
TSrXa^mZry examination was carried out on the bas.s of the sequence hstng. 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable for m. 

B— T he statement th ai The subsequently lum.shed w.fflerr^uence-l.st.ng does not go beyunu me a,sc,us»r« 



in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5 □ This report has been established as if (some of) ttje amendmerrts .tad not been made, since they have 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V Reasoned statement under ArtiCe 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 
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2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

Cf uS-A-3 268 091 (MELTON DONALD F) 23 August 1966 (1966-08-23) 
D3': US-A-3 144 215 (KLEIN GEORGE J) 1 1 August 1964 (1964-08-1 1) 

2 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because 
' the subject-matter of claims 1-4 and 8 does not involve an inventive step in the 

sense of Article 33(3) PCT. 

2 1 The document D2 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter 
of claim 1 , and discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): 

An actuator arm (see col. 3, lines 8-1 3), comprising an action element 
(manipulator 12) which is connected to a base unit by a number of elongate 
flexible connecting means (16,18,20). 

2 2 The subject-matter of claim 1 therefore differs from this known actuator arm in that 
the elongate flexible connecting means are more specifically descnbed as tapes. 

2 3 The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as 
providing an alternative to the cables which are proposed in D2 as a specific 
embodiment of those elongate flexible connecting means. 

2 4 The solution proposed in claim 1 of the present application cannot be considered 



2 5 Tapes are merely one of several straightforward possib.lit.es among elongate 
flexible connecting means from which the skilled person would select, in accord- 
ance^ without the exercise of inventive skill, in order to solve 
the problem posed. Such tapes are known in the art (see D3 for instance) and 
they appear to offer no surprising advantage over the prior art as d.sclosed .n D2. 
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2 6 It must also be noted that the subject-matter of claim 1 in its current form is not 
entirely clear in whether the actuator arm also comprises the base unit and 
connection tapes. Also, it is not clear whether by a number of connection tapes a 
plurality is meant. 

2 6 Dependent claims 2-4 and 8 do not contain any features which, in combination 

with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the 
PCT in respect of inventive step, see document D2 and the corresponding 
passages cited in the search report. 

3 The combination of the features of dependent claims 5, 6 or 7 is neither known 
from, nor rendered obvious by, the available prior art. The reasons are as follows: 

3 1 Momentum wheels have not been previously suggested in the art for the purpose 
of manoeuvering an actuator arm. It would therefore not have been obvious for 
the skilled person to apply this feature to the actuator arm of D2. 

3 2 Neither a laser source attached to a base unit nor a light reflector have been 
previously suggested in the art for the purpose of locating an actuator arm. It 
would therefore not have been obvious for the skilled person to apply this feature 
to the actuator arm of D2. 
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